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PSALM L. 23. 


Whaſo offereth me thanks and praiſe, be bonoureth me: 
and to him that ordereth his converſation right, will 
bew the ſalvation of God. 


* O make ſome return for benefits received, 
ſome acknowledgment for good offices done 
to us, to expreſs a due ſenſe of the obligati- 
ons we are under, hath ever been a native principle in 
man ſince the beginning of the world. There have 
been few nations, even among the moſt ſavage and 
barbarous, in which ſome traces of it were not to be 
diſcovered, 


Tux truth is, that ſuch is the natural frame of the 
human heart, that where it hath not been depraved 
by the hardening influence of vice, folly, or a falſe 
ſhame, it readily receives ſuch impreſſions : It imme- 
diately glows with the moſt grateful emotions towards 
thoſe objects, from which it has derived kindneſs, 
aſſiſtance, or protection: They are the reſult of our 
paſſions, a warmth ariſing from thoſe firſt N 
the /elf and ſecial love. * 
One 
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Oxx of the * Pagan writers, conſidering this duty 
as comprehending the greater part of their morality, 
compoſed ſeven — upon this ſubject, in order to 
inforce the practice: Nor was he much miſtaken in 
conceiving it to be the Fir duty of an Heathen, when 
our Saviour has pronounced it to be the + Second of 
a Chriſtian. They confidered it as the nobleſt, the 
moſt generous, and godlike ſenſation of the human. 
heart, 


Ir ſuch therefore was held to be the obligation of 
this duty in the common occurrences of life, and the 
ſocial intercourſe between man and man; it is no- 


wonder, that it became early a part of natural religion; 


and that no branch of it hath been more clearly and 
univerſally allowed. 


IT was probably the firſt ſource of the Heathen de- 
votion. The adoration paid by the Perſian ꝓ Magi to 
the ſun and moon was perhaps the moſt antient and 
natural part of the Pagan worſhip. If any Idolatry 
could be pardonable in thoſe, who knew not the True 
God, it muſt be this: They felt the beneficial influ- 
ence of thoſe planets; the one warmed and enlight- 
ened the earth by day, raiſed and cheriſhed the fruits 


* Seneca de Beneficiis, lib. vii. + See Mark xii. 31. 
t Herodotus, Clio, c. 131. 
of 
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of the- ground; the other governed the night : And 
both together, by a wonderful harmony, formed the 
regular ſucceſſion of night and day, the periodical re- 
turn of the ſeaſons, and the greater, and ſtated revo- 
lutions of the year. What could be more natural, 
than that men, who had no revelation to dire& them, 
ſhould ſend up a grateful eye, and a thankful prayer, 
to thoſe lights, whom they imagined to be the authors 
of all their happineſs, and which were apparently the 
nobleſt objects in the univerſe? 


Tx1s principle ſeems to have had a very confiderable 


ſhare in the compoſition of moſt other Pagan religions; 
for if we look into the accounts of their ſacrifices, we 
ſhall find them as laviſh of their incenſe of praiſe and 
oblations of thankſgiving ; as of their propitiatory at- 
tonements for fin, in thoſe profuſe libations of wine, 
animal, and human blood, deſigned to appeaſe their 
offended Gods, 


IT is true, however, that * Superſtition had the 
greateſt influence in this work; they looked upon it 
as a tribute, whether ariſing from gratitude or fear, 


conſtantly expected by their deities; they even fre- 


quently imputed their misfortunes to the moſt ſlight 
and caſual omiſſions of this duty: But ſtill the facts 
are certain, that they ſometimes raiſed altars, offered 


* Vid, Cic. De Nat. Deor. II. c. 28, Qu immolabant, &c. 
incenſe, 


— 


3 
_ and even built temples out of a principle of 
grutitude alone. 


Many inſtances of this fort might be produced, but 
it is ſufficient to ſay, that one ſingle * Heathen Gene- 
ral built at his own expence a magnificent temple, dedi- 
cated to all the Gods, and which ſtands to this day, as 
a public monument of his private gratitude for ſignal 
ſucceſs in war. 


BuT it is no wonder, that this grateful principle 
ſhould have. been adopted into any Pagan religion, 
when it muſt, from its own nature, have neceſſarily 
and eſſentially been a conſtituent part of all religions 
whatſoever, whether Pagan, Jewiſh, or Chriſtian. 


Ir we look into the + Jew ritual, we find there 
the Feaſts of the Paſſover, of Weeks, of Tabernacles, 
and the great feſtive year of the Jubilee: Now what 
are theſe, but the moſt public, national, and ſolemn 
AcTs or THANKSGIVING, appointed by God himſelf? 
Indeed I am firmly perſuaded, that no nation under 
heaven ever ſurpaſſed the Jewiſh people in the magni- 


* M. V. Agrippa built the PANTHEoN.. See alſo Cicero's ac- 
count of the Temples built by M. . Scaurus, and others. Thus 
Q. Maximus built the Temple of Honour in the Ligurian war, which 
was afterwards repmged by Me Marcellus, Vid. Cic. de Nat. Deor. 
L. II. e. 23. Ver 21. | 35 

See Leviticus and Numbers. 
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ficence and ſplendor of theſe ſolemnities; or, in the 
dignity and ſublimity of thoſe compoſitions, which. 
they drew up, with ſurpriſing judgment and ſkill, 
upon ſuch occaſions. There is one of them fo re- 
markably elegant, and majeſtic, that though it is uni- 
verſally known, and admired, yet I cannot forbear in 
this ſubject to inſert a few paſſages taken from it. 


Wurd * Barak, with but ten thouſand men, and 
thoſe haſtily draughted out of w tribes only, had de- 
feated at Mount-Tabor the numerous army of Jabin 
king of Canaan, who had nine hundred chariots of 
iron, and the captain of whoſe hoſt was Siſera: How 
inimitably great and ſublime is their thankſgiving upon 
that event ! 


Praiſe ye the Lord for the avenging of Iſrael, when 
the people willingly offered themſelves. Hear, O ye 
kings | Give ear, O ye princes! I, even I, will ſing 
unto the Lord; I will ſing praiſe to the Lord God of 
Iſrael. Lord, when thou wwenteſt out of Seir, when thou 
marcbedſi out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, 
and the heavens dropped ; the clouds alſo dropped water. 
The mountains melted from before the Lord, even that 
Sinai from before the Lord God of Iſrael. Awake, 
awake Deborah ! Awahe, awake, utter a ſong : ariſe 
Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou ſon of Abinoam! 


Judges, ch. iv. 5. 
C What 


= 
What an exalted ſtrain of piety and ſublimity breaths 
On the whole 


Is we look into the Pſalms of David, in which fo 

evidently appear the dignity of the prince, the devo- 
tion of a ſincere worſhiper, the warmth and ſtrength 
of a true poet, we ſhall find, that far the greateſt 
part of them are maſterly compoſitions of praiſe and 
thankſgiving, bearing the ſtrongeſt marks of the piety, 
generoſity, and goodneſs of the writer's heart, The 
paſſages are ſo numerous, it were endleſs to produce 
them; a few however will be ſufficient to ſhew the be- 
nevolent and grateful temper of that prince #ﬀ_.7 vill 
waſh my hands in innocency, O Lord, and ſo will I go to 
thine altar; That I may ſhew the voice of thankſgiving ; 
and tell of all thy wondrous works.---F Rejoice in the 
Tord, ye righteous, for it becometh well the juſt to be 
thankful.---7* I will alway give thanks unto the Lord, bis 


praiſe ſhall be ever in my month. 


In other places David points out to us the excellence 
of this duty, by ſhewing how much ſuperior it was 
to that of ſacrifice : & Thinkeſ# thou, that I will eat 
bulls fleſh, and drink the blood of goats ? Offer unto God 
thankſsiving, and pay thy vows unto the moſt higheſt. || I 
will praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and magnify 


2 Pf. xvi. 6, 7. + Pf. xxxiii. t Pi. xxxiv. 
§ PC. I. 13, 14. Pf. Ixix. 31, 32. 


it 
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it with thankſgiving. This alſo ſtall pleaſe the Lord 


better than a bullock with horns and hoofs, 


He aſſigns alſo wo reaſons for this practice; that 
we are obliged to render to the Almighty this little tri- 
bute, out of gratitude for the great and continual 
bleſſings, which his bounty and goodneſs hath heaped 
upon us: * Praiſed be the Lord daily, even the God 


who helpeth us, and poureth bis benefits upon us. The 
other reaſon is, that it was the moſt acceptable ſervice, 


that we could offer up to God, as he himſelf declared 
in the words of the text: + Whoſo offereth me thanks 


and praiſe, he honoureth me; and to him, that ordereth 


bis converſation right, will T ſhew the ſalvation of God. 


Sven were the generous and enlarged motives, 
which acted upon David's ſoul. Indeed, as men, we 
want neither reaſons, nor conviction, to animate, and 
incite us to this duty. Were we to look round the 
whole range of this truly wonderful creation ; could 


* 


we view all the parts of this ſtupendous, and bound- 


leſs univerſe, we ſhould diſcover nothing, but what, 


in the language of the Pſalmiſt t, wauld declare the 

neſs, glory of God. When we § conſider the 
poſſeſſion, produce, creatures, fruits, and riches of 
the whole earth, ſo bountifully, and benevolently 


* Pf, Ixviii. 19. + PC. I. 23. t Pf. xix. 1. 
§ Cic. de Nat. Deor. II. 5, 6. et paſſim. 
| C2. diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed for the ſubſiſtence, ſervice, uſe, pleaſure, and, 


I may add, luxury of man: Are there any of us, who 
can be ſo ungrateful, or inſenſible, as not to feel our 
hearts glow and burn within us, with the warmeſt 
gratitude, towards the All-giver of theſe bleſſings? 
When beyond theſe we reflect upon the gifts of life, 
health, reaſon, and all things needful for their ſupport, 
can we forbear breaking out into that rapturous excla- 
mation of the convinced apoſtle * My Lord, and my 


Ged. 


Bur if, as Chriſtians, we add to all theſe the ap- 
pearance of the ſon of God in the fleſh, to inform and 
teach us in his will T, 70 be a lamp to our feet, and a 
light to our paths; I That day-ſpring from on high, 
which viſited us; \ who came down, like the rain into a 
fleece of wool, and as the drops that water the earth : 


When we remember, what he did, and what he ſuf- 


fered; How he came to redeem us, healed and in- 
ſtructed us, when living, and died to ſave us; that 
even after death he would not leave us comfortleſs, but 
ſent the ſpirit of the comforter, to come unto us, to 
abide with us, and lead us into all truth : That he 
roſe again to plead our cauſe, as advocate with the 


father, endeavouring, by continual interceſſions, to pre- 


pare a place for us ||, 7hat where be is, there we may be 


* St. John, xx. 28. + Pf. cxix. 105: t St. Luke, 
68. $ Pf. Ixxii. 6. St. John, xiv. 3. 
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(13) 
alſo: When we remember theſe things, ought we 
not all to ſay of him, as fincerely as David did, * He 
ſhall live, and unto him ſhall be given of the gold of 
Arabia: prayer ſhall be made ever unto bim, and daily 
ſhall he be praiſed ? 


SUCH is the ſtate and obligation of this duty with 
regard to us as individuals; but if we conſider it with 
relation to families, to ſocieties, to nations, which are 


in effect but greater families; I have already deſcribed 


the practice of the Gentiles, and the eus. What 
therefore is there now to alter it with regard to us? 
There is no difference in this reſpect, fave only, as I 
remarked but juſt now, that we have much ſtronger 
motives to excite us to the performance of it. 
/ 

Bur I am ſorry to own, that it has been of late ob- 

ſerved among us, that we have ſeldom been negligent 


in appointing a public Faſt, immediately after ſome 


public calamity ; but that we have not always remem- 
bered the national Thankſgiving, though we have been 
bleſſed with national ſucceſs. Let us beware therefore, 
leſt we reſemble the lepers in the goſpel, among whom 
nine of the ten immediately forgot the very hand that 
healed them + Were there not ten cleanſed? But where 
are the nine ? There are not found, that returned to give. 
glory to God, ſave this firanger : a Samaritan. 


* Pf, Ixxii. 15. + St. Luke, xvii. 17, 18. 


WHEN. 


* 


* r 


3 — — > 42 8 _ 


— 


E 


Wu the Almighty hath condeſcended to aſſure 
us, That whoſo offereth bim thanks and praiſe, be bo- 
noureth him, would it not be infolence and impiety, as 
well as ingratitude in the creature, that he called out 
of nothing ; to whom he gave the earth in poſſeſſion, 
ſupplied all his wants, and daily ſuſtained him by his 
providential care and fatherly goodneſs: Would it not 


be infolence and impiety in ſuch a being, to withhold 


that only poor, that unequal return, which was in his 


power to make for all theſe mercies? For poor and 


unequal it muſt ever remain after all our endeavours. 
We cannot ſurely preſume to think, that we are able 
to increaſe his honour, or give acceſſion to his glory. 
As his nature is, ſuch is his majeſty; as his attributes 
are infinite, ſo 1s his glory. But this does not alter our 
duty; ſmall and imperfe& as this tribute really is, 
yet we are commanded, we are bound to pay it; we 
are to praiſe him with our lips, as well as lives; and 


though this humble offering may be of leſs value, than 
the widow's mite, yet it may be of equal virtue in the 


ſight of God. 


Muc reaſon therefore had the firſt compilers of 
our liturgy in judging this to be an eſſential and conſti- 
tuent part of it; and in drawing up ſome forms of 
thankſgiving for this purpoſe; though I think it is 
ſtill to be wiſhed, that they had more enlarged that 

4 article, 


| 
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article. We ſhould be very cautious, of withholding 
any part of the thanks and praiſe, which are due unto 
him; and much more of attributing or aſcribing them 
to any other. For in this reſpect, as he himſelf hath 
told us, he is a juſt and jealous God; he will not give his 
glory to another, or loſe any part of this rightful prero- 
gative. We may learn this truth from the death of 
Herod *, whom an angel of the Lord ſmote, becauſe be 
gave not God the glory. 


Bur Ader all; is it not matter of wonder and aſto- 
niſhment, that there can be any of his creatures who 


| have not a due ſenſe of all his loving kindneſs to us, 


or that they ſnould be ever wanting in their expreſſions 
of it? Can there be imagined a more eaſy, agreeable, 
or more delightful ſervice? What tribute can be leſs 
burthenſome, than to pay him thanks, praiſe, and ado- 
ration for all the mercies and bleſſings, which we have 
received from him? Doth not this taſk appear ſtill more 


gcodly and deſireable, when we are told, that it is the 


conſtant employment of all the miniſtring ſpirits and 


angels in heaven; of the ſaints, patriarchs, and martyrs, 


which have gone before us? Should we not wiſh to 
join in this general hallelujah, this univerſal chorus of 
earth and heaven? Should we not ſay with David * 
O praiſe the Lord, ye angels of his, ye that excel in 
firength, that fulfil bis commandment, and hearken unto 


Acts, xii, 23. + Pf, ciii. 20. 
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the voice of bis words. O praiſe the Lord, all ye his hoſts; 
ye ſervants of his, that do his pleaſure. O ſpeak good f 
the Lord, all ye works of his, in all places of his dominion: 


Praiſe thou the Lord, O my ſoul. 


Ir ſuch religious acknowledgments, ſuch an exterior 


_ expreſſion of the grateful ſentiments of our hearts, 


were but to become more general among us, more fre- 
quent and familiar in our mouths; 1t were not eaſy to 
conceive how far their uſeful influence would extend, 
They would recal much oftener to our minds the due 
remembrance of that ſupreme benefactor, that heaven- 
ly father, who is the giver of all good. As thoſe aw- 
ful colours, in which the conſciouſneſs of our own 
guilt unavoidably repreſents him, are too apt to avert our 
thoughts from a more frequent contemplation of his 
glorious majeſty: ſo theſe images, upon which the 
mind might always meditate with new delight ; his 
milder attributes, infinite benevolence, mercy, ten- 
derneſs, and compaſſion, will excite in us the higheſt 
love, wonder, and veneration. 


Bur farther —The meaneſt of us, who is at any time 
publickly thankful for the bleſſings which he has 
received, by expreſſing his own heart muſt affect that 
particular circle, in which providence has placed him, 
with ſome ſentiments of piety and gratitude. But when 
it becomes the general voice of an whole people, then 


the 
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the ſpirit of religion receives new warmth and ſtrength 
from ſuch an union; it is then the moſt acceptable 
tribute, the moſt grateful cenſer of all human incenſe 
in the ſight of God: it is an open profeſſion of our 
belief in him, of our reliance on his providence, of our 
remembrance of his mercies; it will by degrees con- 
duce to amend our morals, ſtrengthen our faith, ex- 
cite the love of God, and raiſe our groveling minds 
from the vain purſuits of earth, to the more ſolid 
expectations, and the more laſting rewards of heaven. 


As I have conſidered this as a public duty; what na- 
tion under heaven can we imagine more obliged to it, 
than we are? We, who have enjoyed a calm and un- 
interrupted tranquillity, while other parts of Europe, 
and every quarter of the world, are involved in all the 
calamities and deſolations of war. While our folds 
have been full of ſheep, and our vallies have ſtood 
thick with corn; while we have ſat under our own 
vine, and our own figtree, in the full enjoyment of 
thoſe precious bleſſings, liberty, and religion: Thy 
have been flying from their habitations, driven from 
their country, ſtripped of all they poſſeſſed; ſome falling 
by the ſword, and others expoſed to all the miſeries of 
anſult, cruelty, and plunder. 


WHraAT nation under heaven hath ever received 
greater, or more frequent deliverances, than we have, 
D | at 


[ - 
& - 
1, 
j 

b 

0 

i 
1 

5 

h 

i 

f 

1 
's 


* — . — 


— „4c re. 


78 

at the Almighty's hands? The hiſtory of this iſland is 
too full of ſuch providential inter poſitions, either for 
the unlearned not to know, or the unbeliever to deny 
them. There is no occaſion now to appeal to old re- 
cords ; the events of the preſent war, nay of this one 
memorable year are ſufficient to convince us: We fat 
out under the terrors of an invaſion, the diſgrace of our 
fleet, and the loſs of our ſtrong holds; but how graci- 
ouſly hath the Lord vouchſafed to bleſs that ſpirit of 
zeal and union, which aroſe among us, the vigilance 
and abilities of thoſe, who guided the helm of govern- 
ment, and-the vigorous meaſures purſued by them? We 
have feen our flects triumphant, taking, diſperſing, 
and deſtroying the navy of our enemies ; we have ſeen 
our armies victorious, both on the continent, and in 
the iſlands; our foes have fled before us, routed and 
broken in almoſt every part of the known world, aban- 
doning their ſtrong holds, and fubmitting every where 
to the ſuperior fortune, and intrepidity of their con- 
querors. What an uninterrupted train of ſucceſſes 
have we not been bleſſed with coming fo rapidly one 


after the other? 


Bur let not our rejoicing upon this occaſion 
though never more juſt and laudable, tranſport us fo 
far, as to forget that honourable tribute, which is due 
to the memory of thoſe, who have obtained ſach ad- 
vantages for us, at the expence of their own lives. Let 


uz 


= 


S 
us drop ſame generous tears, to grace the fall of that 
great man, who died in the midſt of victory, and made 
ſuch a glorious cloſe to all thoſe fortunate crents, which 
had gone before it. | 


We ought indeed to be more earneſtly for 
the particular hand of providence, that ſo manifeſtly 
directed them, and for the peculiar circumſtances they 
were attended with: In almoſt every inſtance with 
| bloodleſs victory, over ſuperior force, and againſt all hu- 
man expectation. Are not theſe ſufficient motives for 
a nation to offer up its thanks and praiſe to the Al- 
mighty? If we love ourſelves, our country, and our 
king; if we have any gratitude, ſhould we not all ſay, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael; bleſſed be the name of 
his majeſiy for ever; and let all the- people Jay, Amen 


To conclude. May God preſerve among us the true 
- light of the goſpel, that vineyard, which his own right 
hand hath planted ; may he fave us from our enemies, 
and from the hand of all that hate us; may he eſta- 
bliſh forever our civil and religious liberties; and long 
continue the ſcepter of theſe kingdoms to that merciful 
prince, who has ſwayed it with glory for ſo many 
years, with a juſtice and moderation unuſual among 
monarchs ; and tranſmit it to his lateſt poſterity. Laſtly, 
vouchſafe, O Lord, to refrain the ſpirit of princes, to 
4 con- 


mw — wy 


CD — 
* — — 


FE EA CoaomEc £5, ELLIS; 
— K 


— — 
. 


— 


—— YO OO OO — — 
- 


: | 
þ : 
3 
1 
hi | 
1 
1 


— * — 
o 
h —— 
* 


— 
"_ 
* 


1 * 
0 1 
[* , 
. - 
; 20 
— as _ 


controul the violence and deſolations of war throughout 
the world, and grant us, an early, and laſting Peace 
in all our borders: that, as the*Pſalmiſt ſays, Ve 


may ſee our children's children, and peace upon Iſrael, 


1 Now to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be all honour and glory, praiſe and thankſgiv- 
'E ing, both now and evermore. Amen, 


aw 


